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(d) Obligation of the Federal Govern-
ment. Neither the approval of any ap-
plication nor the award of any project 
grant shall legally commit or obligate 
CSREES or the United States to pro-
vide further support of a project or any 
portion thereof.

§ 3406.25 Use of funds; changes. 
(a) Delegation of fiscal responsibility. 

The grantee may not in whole or in 
part delegate or transfer to another 
person, institution, or organization the 
responsibility for use or expenditure of 
grant funds. 

(b) Change in project plans. (1) The 
permissible changes by the grantee, 
principal investigator(s)/project direc-
tor(s), or other key project personnel 
in the approved project grant shall be 
limited to changes in methodology, 
techniques, or other aspects of the 
project to expedite achievement of the 
project’s approved goals. If the grantee 
or the principal investigator(s)/project 
director(s) are uncertain as to whether 
a change complies with this provision, 
the question must be referred to the 
Department for a final determination. 

(2) Changes in approved goals, or ob-
jectives, shall be requested by the 
grantee and approved in writing by the 
authorized departmental officer prior 
to effecting such changes. In no event 
shall requests for such changes be ap-
proved which are outside the scope of 
the approved project. 

(3) Changes in approved project lead-
ership or the replacement or reassign-
ment of other key project personnel 
shall be requested by the grantee and 
approved in writing by the authorized 
departmental officer prior to effecting 
such changes. 

(4) Transfers of actual performance of 
the substantive programmatic work in 
whole or in part and provisions for pay-
ment of funds, whether or not Federal 
funds are involved, shall be requested 
by the grantee and approved in writing 
by the authorized departmental officer 
prior to effecting such transfers. 

(c) Changes in project period. The 
project period may be extended by the 
authorized departmental officer with-
out additional financial support for 
such additional period(s) as the author-
ized departmental officer determines 
may be necessary to complete or fulfill 

the purposes of an approved project. 
However, due to statutory restriction, 
no grant may be extended beyond five 
years from the original start date of 
the grant. Grant extensions shall be 
conditioned upon prior request by the 
grantee and approval in writing by the 
authorized departmental officer, unless 
prescribed otherwise in the terms and 
conditions of a grant. 

(d) Changes in approved budget. 
Changes in an approved budget must be 
requested by the grantee and approved 
in writing by the authorized depart-
mental officer prior to instituting such 
changes if the revision will: 

(1) Involve transfers of amounts 
budgeted for indirect costs to absorb an 
increase in direct costs; 

(2) Involve transfers of amounts 
budgeted for direct costs to accommo-
date changes in indirect cost rates ne-
gotiated during a budget period and 
not approved when a grant was award-
ed; or 

(3) Involve transfers or expenditures 
of amounts requiring prior approval as 
set forth in the applicable Federal cost 
principles, Departmental regulations, 
or in the grant award.

§ 3406.26 Monitoring progress of fund-
ed projects. 

(a) During the tenure of a grant, 
principal investigators/project direc-
tors must attend at least one national 
principal investigators/project direc-
tors meeting, if offered, in Washington, 
DC or any other announced location. 
The purpose of the meeting will be to 
discuss project and grant management, 
opportunities for collaborative efforts, 
future directions for education reform, 
research project management, advanc-
ing a field of science, and opportunities 
to enhance dissemination of exemplary 
end products/results. 

(b) An Annual Performance Report 
must be submitted to the USDA pro-
gram contact person within 90 days 
after the completion of the first year of 
the project and annually thereafter 
during the life of the grant. Generally, 
the Annual Performance Reports 
should include a summary of the over-
all progress toward project objectives, 
current problems or unusual develop-
ments, the next year’s planned activi-
ties, and any other information that is 
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pertinent to the ongoing project or 
which may be specified in the terms 
and conditions of the award. These re-
ports are in addition to the annual Cur-
rent Research Information System 
(CRIS) reports required for all research 
grants under the award’s ‘‘Special 
Terms and Conditions.’’ 

(c) A Final Performance Report must 
be submitted to the USDA program 
contact person within 90 days after the 
expiration date of the project. The ex-
piration date is specified in the award 
documents and modifications thereto, 
if any. Generally, the Final Perform-
ance Report should be a summary of 
the completed project, including: A re-
view of project objectives and accom-
plishments; a description of any prod-
ucts and outcomes resulting from the 
project; activities undertaken to dis-
seminate products and outcomes; part-
nerships and collaborative ventures 
that resulted from the project; future 
initiatives that are planned as a result 
of the project; the impact of the 
project on the principal investigator(s)/
project director(s), the institution, and 
the food and agricultural sciences high-
er education system; and data on 
project personnel and beneficiaries. 
The Final Performance Report should 
be accompanied by samples or copies of 
any products or publications resulting 
from or developed by the project. The 
Final Performance Report must also 
contain any other information which 
may be specified in the terms and con-
ditions of the award.

§ 3406.27 Other Federal statutes and 
regulations that apply. 

Several other Federal statutes and 
regulations apply to grant proposals 
considered for review and to project 
grants awarded under this part. These 
include but are not limited to:

7 CFR Part 1, Subpart A—USDA implemen-
tation of Freedom of Information Act. 

7 CFR Part 3—USDA implementation of 
OMB Circular No. A–129 regarding debt col-
lection. 

7 CFR Part 15, Subpart A—USDA implemen-
tation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, as amended. 

7 CFR Part 3015—USDA Uniform Federal As-
sistance Regulations, implementing OMB 
directives (i.e., Circular Nos. A–21 and A–
122) and incorporating provisions of 31 
U.S.C. 6301–6308 (the Federal Grant and Co-

operative Agreement Act of 1977, Pub. L. 
95–224), as well as general policy require-
ments applicable to recipients of Depart-
mental financial assistance. 

7 CFR Part 3017—Governmentwide Debar-
ment and Suspension (Nonprocurement); 
Governmentwide Requirements for Drug-
Free Workplace (Grants), implementing 
Executive Order 12549 on debarment and 
suspension and the Drug-Free Workplace 
Act of 1988 (41 U.S.C. 701). 

7 CFR Part 3018—Restrictions on Lobbying, 
prohibiting the use of appropriated funds 
to influence Congress or a Federal agency 
in connection with the making of any Fed-
eral grant and other Federal contracting 
and financial transactions. 

7 CFR Part 3019—USDA implementation of 
OMB Circular A–110, Uniform Administra-
tive Requirements for Grants and Agree-
ments With Institutions of Higher Edu-
cation, Hospitals, and Other Nonprofit Or-
ganizations. 

7 CFR Part 3051—Audits of Institutions of 
Higher Education and other Nonprofit In-
stitutions. 

29 U.S.C. 794, section 504—Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, and 7 CFR Part 15b (USDA imple-
mentation of statute), prohibiting dis-
crimination based upon physical or mental 
handicap in Federally assisted programs. 

35 U.S.C. 200 et seq.—Bayh-Dole Act, control-
ling allocation of rights to inventions 
made by employees of small business firms 
and domestic nonprofit organizations, in-
cluding universities, in Federally assisted 
programs (implementing regulations are 
contained in 37 CFR part 401).

§ 3406.28 Confidential aspects of pro-
posals and awards. 

When a proposal results in a grant, it 
becomes a part of the record of the 
Agency’s transactions, available to the 
public upon specific request. Informa-
tion that the Secretary determines to 
be of a privileged nature will be held in 
confidence to the extent permitted by 
law. Therefore, any information that 
the applicant wishes to have considered 
as privileged should be clearly marked 
as such and sent in a separate state-
ment, two copies of which should ac-
company the proposal. The original 
copy of a proposal that does not result 
in a grant will be retained by the Agen-
cy for a period of one year. Other cop-
ies will be destroyed. Such a proposal 
will be released only with the consent 
of the applicant or to the extent re-
quired by law. A proposal may be with-
drawn at any time prior to the final ac-
tion thereon.
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